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CHOICE explores the one of the most polarizing political issues of our time reproductive choice.

CHOICE attempts to raise the discourse on reproductive choice, which often devolves to

clichÃƒÂ©s and name-calling, by posing the question--what is it like to make any sort of

reproductive choice? What is it truly like to use birth control, the morning after pill, use a sperm

bank, have an abortion, adopt a child, give a child up for adoption, bring a pregnancy to term?  In

these 22 stunningly honest essays, writers describe their experiences making some of these

decisions, as well as many others. Established writers such as Francine Prose, Jaquelyn Mitchard,

Pam Houston, Carolyn Ferrell, Ann Hood, Deborah Macdowell, and Sarah Messer contribute

essays, along with emerging writers such as Kimi Faxon Hemingway, Stephanie Anderson, and

Ashley Talley.  The essays in CHOICE explore the complexities inherent in every reproductive

decision, whether it is to choose to have a child or terminate a pregnancy; the guiding philosophy of

the book is that this issue is too complex and individual to be legislated, and the writers honesty

about their experiences will humanize this issue, no matter what the reader s stand on it.
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This is absolutely one of the most emotionally powerful, though-provoking, conviction-challenging

books I have read in a number of years. I only wish I could give it six stars.It is NOT, as some might

think, all about the choice to have an abortion. It is about all the emotional, mental, and moral

complexities of ANY pregnancy, and the desires, decisions, fears, and longings that go along with a



pregnancy. There are stories of women who gave their children up for adoption, and have suffered

the pain of wishing they could have kept their children for the rest of their lives. There are women

who recount the histories of women in their family who did not have the choices that they

themselves now have when faced with an abusive relationship, a pregnancy where the resulting

child would be unlikely to survive, having absolutely no money to be able to take care of a child

conceived despite carefully using birth control. There are women who had to choose between dying

themselves and attempting to carry a much-wanted pregnancy to term. There are women who

chose to become single mothers despite pressure to have an abortion or give up the baby for

adoption. There are women who knew their fetus might be abnormal, but chose to have the baby,

come what may. There are stories of women who had abortions, both legal and illegal, who had

severe medical consequences as a result. There are women who had an abortion for an early

pregnancy when they could not carry it to term, and are thankful for that choice because it gave

them a chance at a better, happier life - and more children that they could care for and support -

later in life. Women who miscarried, and have dealt with the pain of this loss.
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